
Destination 
The islands of Micronesia are situated north of Papua New Guinea 
and to the west of Hawaii. Micronesia is made up of more 
than 2,000 islands that were first settled about 3,000 years ago by 
seafarers who travelled across from South East Asia. Guam is the 
largest and most populous of the islands and is the main gateway 
to Micronesia.  
Language and Religion 
English serves as the official and most widely spoken language. 
Also spoken are 8 indigenous languages. Local traditional beliefs 
and ceremonies are maintained in remote areas but Roman 
Catholic influence is predominant.  
Entry and Visa Requirements 
For transits and stopovers in Guam (US Territory) a visa is required 
for all travellers. Log onto the ESTA website and complete the 
online application: https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov, Cost is USD$14 
(subject to change). Visas are not required for Australian Passport 
holders traveling to Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) less than 
30 days and Palau less than 90 days.   
Medical and Health Requirements 
There is a recompression chamber in Guam, run by US Navy and 
two hospitals in Guam. There are also recompression chambers in 
Palau, Chuuk, Yap and Pohnpei. There is no major health risk in 
Micronesia. Remember that some medications can make you sun 
sensitive, so extra care must be taken to ensure that skin is 
protected from sun burn. Please check with your physician for the 
best precautions to be taken. (For further details please contact 
Travel Vax on 1300 360 164) 
Banking 
It is strongly recommended not to carry Australian Dollar travellers 
cheques as you may have difficulty cashing them. Opening hours 
are 8.00am to 12.00pm and 1.00pm to 5.00pm Monday to Friday 
and closed on the weekends.    
Tipping 
Guam, Chuuk & Palau follow the American custom and tipping is an 
accepted practice in restaurants, hotels and for dive guide services. 
In other FSM states tipping is neither expected or encouraged 
Shopping 
Guam is a duty free port and there is a large range of goods and 
clothing available but ensure that any electrical goods purchased 
are suitable for Australia. Most shops are open 08.00am to 5.00pm  
Monday to Friday, on weekends some shops open with limited 
hours.   

SNAPSHOT 

 Average temperature of 27° C. 
The lowest rainfall period is experienced between 
January to March.  

 Light casual clothing. Swimwear is not permitted in 
public areas of hotels. Remember to cover up with 
light cotton clothing at dusk and dawn to prevent 
mosquito bites. Sun protection is absolutely 
essential.   
As part of Palau's Responsible Tourism Education 
Act, reef-toxic sunscreens will be banned from 
Palau from 1 January 2020. From this date, 
travellers should take reef-safe, non-nano mineral 
based sunscreens into Palau. 

 Water temp 29°C. 3mm wetsuit recommended. 

 
Known for Reefs, Corals, Fish Life and Wrecks 

 
1 AUD = approximately .71 USD 

 Palau is 9 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time 
(GMT); Guam, Chuuk & Yap are 10 hours; and  
Pohnpei & Kosrae are 11 hours ahead of GMT. 

 International Dialling Codes - Guam: +671. Palau: 
+680. Federated States of Micronesia (FSM): +691.  

 110-120 volts, Plug A & B-same as USA.  
(for further details refer to  
http://www.iec.ch/worldplugs/). 

 The water is safe to drink in major hotels and 
resorts, however it is always best to drink bottled 
water. A jug of drinking water is often supplied and 
bottled water is sold everywhere. 

 Local departure taxes vary from island to island. 
Chuuk USD$30,  Palau USD$50 for tickets issued 
prior 1 Jan 2018, Pohnpei, Kosrae and Yap USD$20 
must be paid on departure.   
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Discover the Wrecks of  
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The Wrecks of Truk Lagoon 
The renowned dive destination is famed for being a wreck lovers paradise. If you have a lust for rust, you will find endless 
dive sites to discover. Nowhere else in the world are there so many wrecks in close proximity, situated in shallow clear 
water. The sheer volume of wrecks is the legacy left by fierce battles during World War II between the Imperial Japanese 
Fleet and Allied carriers. As such the area is known as an underwater museum.  
 

Truk Lagoon was the headquarters for the Japanese Imperial Fleet between 1914 and 1945. The natural harbour  provided  
a safe anchorage for the Japanese navel fleet. Operation Hailstone was devised by the US to cripple Japans Navy in WWII, 
and involved a mass aerial attack on runways, planes and ships. On the 17th February 1944, a 36 hour aerial attack 
(Operation Hailstone) resulted in the loss of at least 250 Japanese planes and 50 ships.  
 

Diving the Wrecks 
Although many of the wrecks exceed recreational dive limits and require technical diving certifications and experience, 
there are a lot of very accessible wrecks suitable for Open Water divers. Some wrecks can even be enjoyed on a snorkel. It’s 
safe to say you will never be short of dive site options.  The ships cargoes consist of tanks, trucks, airplanes, mines, bombs 
and machine gun bullets. Thousands of other artefacts including beautiful china are there still to be explored. Souvenir 
taking of relics from the area is strictly prohibited by law. Read on for more information on eight of the best wrecks of Truk 
Lagoon... 

SNAPSHOT 

 Diving Season:  All year round 

Wet Season : May to October ,  

July to Oct has the highest rainfall 

 
Water temp  27°C -  30°C   

 
3mm wetsuit. Equipment rental available. 

 
 Nitrox | Helium - Available on request 

 
Rebreather friendly 

 
Visibility - Ranges from 10 m to 25m 

 
Photography  

 Wreck Diving  
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 19m long wreck of a Mitsubishi G4M "Betty" 
Bomber, known as the flying cigar due to the 
propensity to set alight when shot at due to 
unprotected fuel tanks.  

 18m 

 Mass produced in Japan at the start of the war in 
1940. It’s unclear what happened to ‘Betty’, she only 
went down a few hundred meters away from the 
Eten Island Airstrip.  

 Swimming through the fuselage. In the cockpit there 
are seats, radio parts, and fire extinguishers.  

 131m 6,938-ton Passenger-Cargo ship. Known as the 
“showcase wreck” due to the amount of life and 
points of interest. 

 5-37m 

 Built in 1938 as a merchant vessel, she was 
requisitioned by the Japanese Navy as armed aircraft 
transport & ferry. She survived a US torpedo attack in 
1943, but was sunk 5 months later. 

 Aircraft parts, fuel drums, shells, guns and many 
artefacts in forward holds. Very interesting engine 
room and huge deck guns on bow and stern. Good 
coral growth and fish life. 

2 YAMAGIRI 

1 EMILY FLYING BOAT  

 A 6,438-ton passenger cargo ship lying on port side. 
133m long. Huge shells and construction equipment 
in the hold.  

 12-33m 

 Built in 1938 as a cargo ship. She survived a torpedo 
attack  from submarine USS Drum in 1943, but was 
ultimately sunk 6 months later during Operation 
Hailstone.  

 Interesting engine room. Large artillery shells found 
in Hold No. 5  

 Kawanishi H8K Navy Type 2 Flying-Boat - Called the 
"Flying Porcupine" due to the weapons carried on 
board. 37m wingspan, 28m long. 

 16m 

 Believed to have been constructed in 1942. In 1945 
‘Emily’ was transporting senior Japanese navel 
officers from Rabual to survey damaged ships in 
Chuuk. It was intercepted and shot at by US aircraft, 
becoming fatally damaged during a water landing 
and breaking into three pieces. 

 Great in tact blades and coral growth on the cockpit. 
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 107m long, 3,764-ton passenger cargo ship. Heavily 
laden with weapons. One of the most exciting 
wrecks, with ample photo opportunities.  

 18-50m 

 Built in 1936, she was assigned to the Japanese Navy. 
Arriving at Truk to assist in Japans war effort in 1944, 
she sank less than 2 weeks later after Operation 
Hailstone. 

 Interesting cargo of war materials (shells, detonators, 
rifle ammunition), equipment (water tanks, gas 
masks, mess kits, shoes), and other artefacts (beer 
bottles)  

 Passenger liner, 140m long, 9,626-tons. Excellent 
exterior exploration opportunities as well as an 
interesting interior.   

 10-33m 

 Built in 1930 as a passenger liner, requisitioned in 
1940 by the Japanese navy and they then converted 
her to a submarine depot ship. She was then 
reconverted into a transport ship in 1943, ending up 
in Truk after a series of attacks, finally sinking during 
Operation Hailstone.  

 Huge stern gun, many beer bottles, several large gun 
turrets and gun barrels in holds. Nice engine room. 

5 SAN FRANCISCO MARU 

6 HOKI MARU 

 A passenger 5,831-ton cargo ship, originally built as a 
merchant ship. Loaded with war materials with holds 
packed with interesting objects. 117m long. 

 42-64m 

 Built in 1919, she was assigned to the Japanese Navy. 
Arriving at Truk to assist in Japans war effort in 1944, 
she sank less than 2 weeks later after Operation 
Hailstone. 

 Bow gun, trucks, tanks, mines, shells, bombs, aircraft 
engines, ammunition, china and depth charges on 
stern. 

 A captured NZ cargo ship ‘M/V Hauraki’. Aft holds are 
full of an array of vehicles, ammunition and is 
considered an excellent diving experience. 

 24-50m 

 Built in 1921, acquired by the British Ministry of War 
Transport in 1940. Captured by Japan in 1942 with a 
crew of 50 New Zealanders, whilst captured they did 
their best to sabotage the vessel. She arrived into 
Truk  15th Feb 1944 and was sunk two days later.  

 A Diesel roller, 4 Isuzu Type 94 trucks, 2 tractors, 2 
small bulldozers and a prime mover  




